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ISO 14001 -- The International Standard for Environmental Management

What is ISO 14001?

· The standard accepted around the globe for environmental management. There are 129,031  ISO 14001 registered organizations in 150 countries
· A logical framework that helps guide all types of businesses and municipalities with their environmental processes and the resulting benefits
· A flexible guideline that can be molded to any type of business and formed to take into account each individual business’ needs

· A no-nonsense process enabling a focused and performance improvement approach, one that fosters continual improvement
· The program recommended by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
What types of businesses benefit from ISO 14001?

· All types of manufacturing and service companies
· The EPA Environmental Science Center, an analytical chemical laboratory in Ft. Meade
· A Cotton Farm “Oakville” in New South Wales, Australia

· A Cambodian primary school working on the preservation of Angkor

· A Sheriff’s office in Washtenaw County, Michigan

· Cities in Japan (such as Shirai city, Itabashi ward of Tokyo, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and Gifu Prefecture) – Japan has the most certifications with 21,779
· Hotels such as the Labourdonnais Waterfront Hotel, the Mandarin Oriental Manila Hotel, the Lodge at Habarana, Sri Lanka and ISL Hong Kong

What would NEB need to do if we chose to follow ISO 14001?

· Basically the same things we would do anyway with regards to increasing our environmental performance
· Utilize some of the systems already in place for ISO 9001 for simplicity

· Run the project in a structured manner allowing team members to focus on the important tasks and the gains that we strive for

What are the benefits if we followed ISO 14001?

· Personnel working on the project will have a framework to follow
· A Business can become certified and be recognized internationally
· Cheers from our neighbors, customers, vendors and other interested parties
ISO 14001 -- The International Standard for Environmental Management

Please tell me more about what ISO 14001 covers?

The ISO 14001 international standard expects organizations to:
· Reduce waste
· Prevent or reduce pollution
· Conserve energy
· Minimize their adverse impacts on the surrounding flora and fauna

· Increase recycling while reducing the use of recyclables
· Understand and comply with legal and other requirements related to the environment

· Having trained employees in the various activities regarding controlling and improving the environmental performance of the organization. Putting in place more effective targeting of scarce environmental management resources
· Measure and monitor activities that significantly impact the environment
· Put in place objectives and targets to improve overall environmental performance whereby both savings and an increase in performance will be documented
· Have both normal and abnormal operating conditions reviewed so to be able to respond effectively to accidents, disasters and emergency situations
· Promote predictability and consistency in environmental management
Please contact Bill Goss, President of Quality Systems Consulting if you would like to learn more about Environmental Management Systems for your business. ISO 14001 certification can add significant value to your company in the way of cost savings, customer perception, employee safety, and more.  Bill can be reached at 978-766-4164 or qualitysystem@comcast.net

©  Copyright - Quality Systems Consulting, Bill Goss – President   All Right Reserved       Page 1 of  2

[image: image1.jpg]


